Plans Underway To Bring
Grocery, Fresh Foods To
Scotlandville ‘Desert’
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Shown in the photo is Edgar Cage, commentator with Mr. William Jones
at the 5t Michael Episcopal Church, where the discussion was about
bringing a grocery store fo the Scotfandville community.
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SCOTLANDVILLE -The
Food Access Teamof Ty
Baton Rnu&e or-
§hlam.zat:::h i};hn to bring a
store
[Bhgers market mrFNurﬂ'L
Baton Rouge, an area identi-
fied as a food desert for de-
cades i
o we have
made in qesﬁan three
months is very encoura
We are not there yet, [ don t
want to be too optimistic but
we are very, very close,” said
Baton Rouge leader

Cage.
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to understand the Scotland-

- ville market. The cor re-
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stores
innorth Baton is more

- than $20.9 million dollars,

while the supply was only
57.6 million. “This leaves a

- leakage of $13.3 million which
has an investor interested,”
said Cage.

The investor, identified
as connected with Associ-
ated Groceries, is interested
in rty adjacent to the
F apartments on Sce-
nic Highway, near Southern

University.

Although the property
has legal issues, redevelop-
ment authorities said
can be resolved and two to
three acres can be carved
from the 10- a:ﬁhtrack fora

store. “(The |
e
Tt and 1t
in accessible to the people,”
said Together Baton Rouge
leader Margret Reed.

But, Broderick Bagert,
lead Together Baton Rouge
organizer, said this is nowhere
near being a done deal. “Al-
though the land looks like it
has pctenl:al,fhecmmnumty
is merely ungum.zmg for this,
Mo one is saying “we want to
mﬂ ey ol store in Scot-
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nity to com-
pleting a food access survey,
organizers residents who met
Dec. 1 at 5t. Michael's Epis-
nopalf.’l'turch,lﬁm??ﬂtﬁve
Mwaeﬁaﬁ:stpubhctoﬁ

conumittee meeting,
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Surveys were distributed
for resuienls to share with
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neighbors and complete. Or-

said the results will be
given to RDA, elected officials,
and investors with Associated
Groceries to show community
need and support for the pos-
sible store.

Copies are available at
area churches, the Scotlandville
Branch Library, or by emailing
contact@togetherbr.org. Resi-
dents, like y Galloway and
Thomasina Joseph, to go
“door-to-door” and to churches
to complete surveys by Decem-
ber 16.
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iBaton

_ ouge there are a lot
~ of people who don’t have ac-
~ cess tovehicles who can’t get to

~ (the nearest) j,rWiggAy ona
Te said.

According to the USDA,
- there are seven census tracks
as food deserts, a term used to
describe a community’s lack
of access to a major r or

supermarket within walking

Ce.
~ North Baton also has
other options for fresh said
. e Boudreau, economic
development project manager
- atthe Center for ingE

lence. CPEX has developed an
innovative van or bus system
that, once funded, wﬂﬁmp
at scheduled times with veg-
etables and fruits from p local
farms. Boudreau said i
looking for resources and up to
$500,000 to fund the unit, which
will be operated by BREADA
and circulate throu tareas
in North Baton Rouge.
“We are very interested in
to the cornmunity, improve the
access, and show that the de-
mand is here because it's so

difficult sometimes-to get the

tocommit becauseitisa

large investment,” said Darlene
Rowland, BREADA director of
development. BREADA’s mis-
sion is to “build a sh‘ong and
hea]ﬂlyfood?r

producers and build mmmum—
ties through public markets.”
The group manages the Red
Stick Market, every Saturday
downtown in Baton .
Food access is one of five
major groups that Together
Baton Rouge, a grassroots,
faith-based group, has orga-
nized to improve transporta-
tion, education, crime; and

hﬂalth care. ¥ i
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